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Introduction 

 

Hi, I’m Tracy, and welcome to Words Their Way Classroom, a student-centered, assessment-driven program that outlines 
word study instruction for phonics, vocabulary, and spelling. 

The heart of the program is the sort; an exercise that enhances students’ learning through hands-on experiences in each 
lesson. 

We’ll explore how the program works, look at the components, lesson steps, and assessments, so you’ll be ready to jump 
in on day one. 

Let’s begin! 
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Differentiated Instruction through Word Study 

 

Now let’s take a look at how the Words Their Way method of word study helps students learn to examine and categorize 
words to support differentiated instruction. 

The goal of word study is to learn specific words and then generalize that knowledge to words with similar spelling 
patterns. This helps students become better spellers and readers. 

Word study is taught in small groups based on your students’ developmental spelling stages. You can determine each 
student’s developmental stage by analyzing his or her writing and by using the Qualitative Spelling Inventory and Feature 
Guide. You can find these resources on My Savvas Training.  

During small-group instruction, you’ll provide differentiated instruction in phonics, spelling, and vocabulary. This approach 
works well because students are learning at their instructional levels. 
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Three Layers 

 

There are three layers to understanding words: the Alphabet Layer, Pattern Layer, and Meaning Layer. 
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Five Developmental Spelling Stages 

 

In addition to the three layers, there are five stages of spelling development which occur in the sequence you see here. 

This graph displays how the stages correspond to the layers. Notice that each stage spans more than one layer. 

Finding each student’s spelling stage is the key to instruction and differentiation in the program. 
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Emergent 

 

Letter Name ( 
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Within Word Pattern 

 

Syllables and Affixes 
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Derivational Relations 
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Lesson Overview 

 

What does a lesson look like, and how long will it take? Within the Teacher Resource Guide, or TRG, you’ll find easy-to-
follow lesson plans. Lessons take 15-20 minutes and one lesson typically takes five days.  

Each sort begins with a generalization and an objective. 

A list of materials lets you know at a glance where to find each lesson component. 

Now let’s go over the steps of a sort (which, remember, is really a lesson). 
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Introduce, Model, and Reflect 

 

In Step 1, you introduce and model the sort in small groups. 

The step uses the Big Book of Rhymes to introduce the words in the first three stages. You model the sort using word 
cards. 

Lastly, students reflect on what they learned from doing the sort. 
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Practice and Extend 

 

In Step 2, students work independently or with a partner to practice the sort. Students compare and contrast words by 
sound and spelling pattern, as well as categorize the words by meaning, use, and parts of speech. 

Students complete and check their sorts and demonstrate what they learned by completing a writing sort. 

Additionally, the Words Their Way libraries contain books that correspond to the sorts to help reinforce skills. 
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Apply and Assess 

 

In Step 3, students apply what they have learned by completing activities to reinforce generalizations and their memory of 
words. 

You can also assess students’ understandings on the sort lesson. 
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Supporting All Learners 

 

Every lesson ends with a handy chart that outlines ideas for Supporting All Learners. 

Use this information for school-home connections, supporting multilingual learners, and differentiated support. 
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Assessment and Progress Monitoring Tools 

 

You might wonder how you’ll assess and monitor your students. 

You can administer the Qualitative Spelling Inventory (or QSI) two to three times per year to help place students into the 
appropriate spelling stages and to monitor their progress. Students take the inventory as they would a spelling test, but 
they do not study the words in advance. 

Use the Feature Guide to analyze students’ spelling and determine a starting place for instruction. 

Additionally, you can monitor student progress through their assignments and by analyzing their writing within extension 
activities. 
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Flipbook Review 

 

So what are your take-aways? 
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Overview 

 

Components 
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Developmental Stages 

 

Lesson Plan 
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Assessment 
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Closing 

 

Now it’s your turn. You know the Words Their Way Classroom components, lesson steps, and assessments. Go ahead 
and try it in your classroom. 

Thanks for watching! 
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